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Como grupo, los ensayistas suicidas de América Latina y el Caribe no han recibido
atencién de la critica especializada. Aqui se ofrece por primera vez un estudio global de
mas de cien casos, incluyendo autores que cultivaron el ensayo con singular asiduidad y
otros que lo hicieron de modo ocasional. El articulo se sitia a medio camino entre la
critica, la historia literaria, los estudios culturales, la psicologia y las ciencias sociales.
Pese a las notorias peculiaridades individuales, se postula una red de rasgos y
fendmenos relativamente compartidos, los que indicarian cierta unidad en medio de la
diversidad.

As group, Latin American and Caribbean essayists who committed suicide have not
received attention from critics. This paper provides the first global study about more
than one hundred cases, including among them some authors who cultivated the essay
as the unique o main genre, and others who wrote essays rather occasionally. The
article is located halfway between the criticism, literary history, cultural studies,
psychology and social sciences. Despite the marked individual peculiarities, it posits a
network of relatively shared features and phenomena, which indicate a certain unity
amidst diversity.



